Two leading human rights groups quit B.C. missing women inquiry
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Two high-profile human rights groups are the latest of a string of organizations
to pull the plug on B.C.'s missing women inquiry. Both organizations cite a lack
of government funding to subsidize legal fees. The B.C. Civil Liberties
Association and Amnesty International announced their intention to boycott the
inquiry today.

The inquiry has garnered public criticism from its unwillingness to compensate
resource-stretched groups for legal counsel, despite $100 million of government
funds being readily available to investigate and prosecute Robert Pickton.

VANCOUVER - Two high-profile human rights groups have become the latest to
withdraw from B.C.'s missing women inquiry, saying the process has become too
flawed and unbalanced.

The inquiry into the failed Robert Pickton police investigation begins next
Tuesday, but it will start amid the ongoing controversy over the government's
decision not to fund a list of non-profit advocacy groups.

The provincial government refused a recommendation to cover the groups' legal
bills, prompting several to withdraw from the proceedings, saying they simply
can't afford to attend.

The B.C. Civil Liberties Association and Amnesty International have become the
latest to bow out, although the groups say the issue for them isn't money, but
fairness.

Michael Vonn of the civil liberties group says a process that excludes groups
such as those working with women in Vancouver's Downtown Eastside while
allowing the police to use government-funded lawyers is illegitimate and the
association can't be involved.

Vonn says her group will offer guidance to two independent lawyers appointed
by the inquiry, whose role will be to represent the broad interests of Downtown
Eastside residents and aboriginals.



