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IMPACT  OF PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT CUTS
ON WOMEN….SHAME

ELIMINATION OF WOMEN RIGHTS = VIOLENCE
ON WOMEN AND CHILDREN

• Eliminated the Ministry of Women’s Equality
• Elimination of funding to women’s centres

end of March 2004
• Eliminated Employment Equity
• Pay Equity under review
• Universal Childcare cancelled – scrapped $15.6

million
• Before and after school care programs eliminated
• Funding for early childhood development and

special needs children and youth limited –
restricted eligibility criteria and imposing new rate
structure

CUTS TO INCOME = INCREASED POVERTY

• 0.5% increase in sales tax
• Reduced training wage to $6.00 per hour
• Cuts to Income Assistance for ages 50-64
• BC Seniors Supplement to be phased out

approximately $49 per month).
• Cut welfare rates for single mothers by 18%
• Reduction in government’s contribution to the BC

Family Bonus
• Women whose youngest child has turned three

must find paid work
• Eliminated the Family Maintenance exemption,

which allows those receiving child support
payments to keep $100 per month

• Eliminated the Earnings exemption, which allowed
single welfare recipients to keep earned income of
$100 or those with a child or partner $200 per
month

• Welfare "recipients aged 60-64 will be required to
seek work or participate in employment programs"

• Over 83% of health care jobs lost were women’s
and 1/3 of all jobs lost were by immigrant people
or people of colour

• Ripping up of contracts freely negotiated by nearly
160,000 workers in BC which claws back
employment security provisions, eliminates or
reduces severance, ends successorship, eliminates
wage parity, attacks health benefits which enables
the government to give the work to low-wage,
non-union contractors

CUTS TO HEALTH = INCREASED RISKS

• Health Care spending frozen – government
won’t cover increased health care costs due to
inflation, population growth, escalating drug
costs, and obligations under collective
agreements. This creates a huge funding crisis
for Medicare, resulting in massive cuts in
services to patients, ward closures, and facility
shutdowns

• Medical deductible going up, more
medications delisted

• MSP Premiums increased 50% as of April 1/02
and may go up another 60%

• Increase of $10 or $25 per prescription
depending on income – everyone will pay
more for their drug, but seniors will be hurt
the most.

• Diabetics charged approximately $1.00 per
strip (most use 2 to 4 per day)

• Home support/care for the frail elderly and
disabled facing a 30% cut in 2002 - proposal
that all funding eliminated in next three years.

• Delisted MSP services: eye examinations,
podiatry, massage, physiotherapy, chiropractic
therapy – with these cuts, British Columbians
earning less that $60,0000 per year have
already lost what they gained through tax cuts.

• Proposal to privatize ambulances and
emergency rooms in hospitals, and close
hospitals while privatizing others –
privatization means worse service and less
care.

• Approximately 20,000 unionized women
health care workers may lose jobs or have
incomes reduced 30% through privatization

• Talking Books and Hearing Aid Programs
cancelled

• $360 million cut over three years to funding to
Ministry of Children and Families which has
meant child care subsidies have been cut,
social workers cut etc.

Cuts were compiled by BC Coalition of Women’s Centres
(bcwmen@telus.net) other social justice groups in BC.
Designed by Benita Bunjun (admin@vsw.ca).
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CUTS TO HOUSING = HOMELESSNESS
• Landlord and Tenant Offices in Vancouver and

Nanaimo – closed
• Residential Tenancy Act is under review and

proposed changes may eliminate Rent Review
and require one month’s rent as a damage
deposit

• Only those disabled people receiving
“continuous” assistance will be eligible to
apply for seniors housing through BC Housing

• Social housing projects frozen
• 5,000 new Long Term Care beds are needed

now and some Residential Care facilities will
be closed in the future

ELIMINATION OF JUSTICE = VIOLATION OF
HUMAN RIGHTS   
• No legal representative (unless you pay for it)

for a complainant at a hearing under the BC
Human Rights code because of cuts to Legal
Aid and the Human Rights Commission.

• Legal Aid funding gutted – a reduction of 40%
over three years will specifically reduce access
to justice for the poorest members of society,
and immigrants and refugees, while the gutting
of funding to family law will hit single mothers
especially hard.

• Elimination of Crown Victim Witness Services
Program – despite the Liberals’ election
commitments to improve the justice system for
victims of crime.

• Cuts to the Violence in Relationship Program
• Ombudsman’s Office cut by 35%
• Poverty law budget slashed – the Campbell

government is virtually eliminating the funding
for the area of law that helps BC’s poorest
citizens resolve landlord tenant disputes,
disputes with BC Benefits, the WCB, and
Employment Insurance.

• Closure of Court Houses throughout the
province – courthouses in 24 communities
have been closed, reducing BC’s access to
justice

• Closure of all 60 Legal Aid Offices in BC
means no more poverty law services and legal
aid for family law or only when there is
violence involved

• Elimination of Crown-based Victim Services –
despite the Liberals’ election commitments to
improve the justice system for victims of crime.

• Elimination of public legal education grants to
community groups

• Holding a referendum on Aboriginal Treaty
Rights

• Debtors’ Assistance Program eliminated – this
program helped 70,000 BC families deal with
debt problems each year.

• Rape Crisis counselors cut – auxiliary victim
services workers who help rape and domestic
violence victims have been laid off.

• Family Advocates eliminated – the Campbell
government has cut those who protect the
interests of children in custody cases

• Assumption that women’s unpaid work will
pick up the cuts in services

ELIMINATION OF RIGHT TO EDUCATION  &
TRAINING    
• Tuition deregulation – ended the tuition freeze

and increased tuition by 35% to 300%
• Training programs and welfare-to-work

initiatives eliminated – includes: Summer
Works, Skills for Employment, Job Start.

• Employment Service Centres CLOSED –
officeclosures in Abbortsford, Maple Ridge,
New Westminister & Surrey

.

Useful websites about the CUTS on British Columbians:

BC Coalition of Women’s Centres:  www.bcwomen.cjb.net

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives:  www.policyalternatives.ca

PovNet: www.povnet.org

West Coast LEAF (Legal Education and Action Fund): www.westcoastleaf.org

Women for Women Needing Welfare in BC: www.wwwinbc.ca

Other websites include: www.firstcallbc.org; www.campaignbc.ca
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BC Coalition of Women’s Centres strongly urges you
to speak out against these cuts. What can you do?

v Get informed about the cuts by visiting social justice organizations, websites and other
alternative media sources

v Work with other social service and justice agencies in your area to create a collective voice
oppossing all cuts to social services…Organize meetings and kitchen table discussions in
your community.

v Support your local women’s centre, and other feminist and social justice organizations.
Become a volunteer, member and donor of these organizations.

v Join the MAKING JAM CAMPAIGN  and oppose the heartless cuts by the Government
of British Columbia…JAM the phone and fax lines!  JAM up the E-mail inbox!

• Call, mail, fax, email the Ministers who are making decisions that impact women’s
lives.  Demand to know the details of the current and intended cuts.  Ask
questions.

• Mail, call, fax, email your MLA, Gordon Campbell, George Abbott, and Lynn
Stephens.  Let them know how important programs and services are in your area.
Tell them how these cuts are directly affecting women and families in BC.

Premier Gordon Campbell
Vancouver-Point Grey
gordon.campbell.mla@leg.bc.ca
Premier@gov.bc.ca
Room 156, Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC, V8V 1X4
Tel: 250 387-1715   Fax: 250-387-0087
Van. Office:  3615 West 4th Avenue
Vancouver, BC, V6R 1P2
Tel: 604-660-3202  Fax: 604-660-5488

Hon George Abbott 
Minister of Community, Aboriginal and
Women's Services
E-mail: george.abbott.mla@leg.bc.ca
Room 103, Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC, V8V 1X4
Tel: 250 387-2283    Fax: 250 356-8508

Hon Lynn Stephens
Minister of State for Women's Equality,
E-mail: lynn.stephens.mla@leg.bc.ca
Room 323, Parliament Buildings,
Victoria, BC, V8V 1X4
Tel: 250-387-1223   Fax: 250-387-4312
Langley Office –
Tel: 604-532-3693   Fax: 604-532-3696

Hon. Christy Clark 
Port Moody-Westwood
Minister of Education and Deputy Premier
E-mail: christy.clark.mla@leg.bc.ca
2816 St. John's Street
Port Moody, BC, V3H 2C1
Tel: 604 927-2672   Fax: 604 927-2676
Victoria Office –
Tel: 250 387-1977    Fax: 250 387-3200

Hon. Colin Hansen
Vancouver-Quilchena
Minister of Health Services
E-mail: colin.hansen.mla@leg.bc.ca
5640 Dunbar Street
Vancouver, BC, V6N 1W7
Tel: 604-664-0748   Fax: 604-664-0750
Victoria Office:  Room 337, Parliament Buildings,
Victoria, BC, V8V 1X4
Tel: 250-953-3547     Fax: 250-356-9587

Hon. Sindi Hawkins 
Minister of Health Planning
E-mail: sindi.hawkins.mla@leg.bc.ca
Room 346, Parliament Buildings,
Victoria, BC, V8V 1X4 
Tel: 250 356-7388  Fax: 250 356-8269

Hon. Graham Bruce
Minister of Skills Development and Labour
Email:graham.bruce.mla@leg.bc.ca
Room 310, Parliament Buildings,
Victoria, BC, V8V 1X4
Tel:250-356-6348 Fax: 250-356-6595

Hon. Linda Reid 
Richmond East
Minister of State for Early Childhood
Development
E-mail: linda.reid.mla@leg.bc.ca
130, 8040 Garden City Road
Richmond, BC, V6Y 2N9
Tel: 604 775-0891  Fax 604 775-0999

Hon. Geoff Plant 
Richmond-Stevesto
Attorney General and Minister
Responsible for Treaty Negotiations
E-mail: geoff.plant.mla@leg.bc.ca
3431 Chatham Street,
Richmond, BC, V7E 2Y9
Tel: 604 241-8452  Fax: 604 241-8493
Victoria Office:
Tel: 250-387-1866  Fax: 250-387-6411

BC Ministers and MLA Contact Information
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Hon. Gordon Hogg
Surrey-White Rock
Minister of Children and Family
Development
E-mail: gordon.hogg.mla@leg.bc.ca
Room 028, Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC, V8V 1X4 
Tel: 250 387-9699  Fax: 250 387-9722
Surrey Office: Tel: 604-542-3930
130, 1959 152nd St., Surrey, V4A 9E3

Hon. Gary Collins 
Vancouver-Fairview
Minister of Finance
Government House Leader
E-mail: gary.collins.mla@leg.bc.ca
300, 1333 Johnston Street, Pier 32
Vancouver, BC, V6H 3R9
Tel: 604 775-0893   Fax: 604 775-0929
Victoria Office: Room 153, Parliament
Buildings, Victoria, BC, V8V 1X4
Tel: 250 387-3751  Fax: 250 387-5594

Hon. Claude Richmond 
Speaker
claude.richmond.mla@leg.bc.ca
Room 207, Parliament Buildings,
Victoria, BC, V8V 1X4
Tel: 250 387-3952  Fax: 250 387-2813

Hon. Katherine Whittred 
North Vancouver-Lonsdale
Minister of State for Intermediate, Long
Term and Home Care
katherine.whittred.mla@leg.bc.ca
303, 126 East 15th Street
North Vancouver, BC, V7L 2P9
Tel: 604 981-0033   Fax: 604 981-0044

Mr. Richard T. Lee 
Burnaby North
E-mail: richard.lee.mla@leg.bc.ca
1833 Willingdon Avenue,
Burnaby, BC, V5C 5T1
Tel: 604-775-0778
Fax: 604-775-0833

Ms. Patty Sahota 
Burnaby-Edmonds
E-mail:patty.sahota.mla@leg.bc.ca
7544 Edmonds Street,
Burnaby, BC, V3N 1B4
Tel: 604-775-2366  Fax: 604-775-2588

Mr. John Nuraney 
Burnaby-Willingdon
E-mail: john.nuraney.mla@leg.bc.ca
M-5, 4277 Kingsway Avenue
Burnaby, BC, V5H 3Z2
Tel: 604-775-2414  Fax: 604-775-2550

Mr. Harry Bloy 
Burquitlam
E-mail: harry.bloy.mla@leg.bc.ca
526 Unit E Clarke Road
Coquitlam, BC, V3J 3Z5
Ph: 604-933-2077  Fax: 604-933-2082

Mr. Richard Stewart 
Coquitlam-Maillardville
E-mail: richard.stewart.mla@leg.bc.ca
102, 1108 Austin Avenue
Coquitlam, BC, V3K 3P5
Ph: 604 933-2001  Fax: 604-933-2002

Mr. Reni Masi 
Delta North
reni.masi.mla@leg.bc.ca
203 Harvard Court, 6935 120th Road
Delta, BC, V4E 2A8 
Ph: 604-501-3186   Fax: 604-501-3121

Ms. Valerie Roddick 
Delta South
val.roddick.mla@leg.bc.ca
5080 48th Avenue
Delta, BC, V4K 1V8
Ph: 604 940-7924  Fax: 604-940-7927

Mr. Karn Manhas 
Port Coquitlam-Burke Mountain
E-mail: karn.manhas.mla@leg.bc.ca
6106 - 2850 Shaughnessy St.
Port Coquitlam, BC, V3C 6K5
Tel: 604 927-2665  Fax: 604-927-2688

Hon. Greg Halsey-Brandt 
Richmond Centre
E-mail: greg.halsey-brandt.mla@leg.bc.ca
300, 8120 Granville Avenue
Richmond, BC, V6Y 1P3
Tel: 604 775-0754 Fax: 604 775-0898

Ms. Brenda Locke 
Surrey-Green Timbers
E-mail:brenda.locke.mla@leg.bc.ca
100, 10366 136A Street

Surrey, BC, V3T 5R3
Tel: 604 586-2791 Fax: 604 586-2791

Mr. Lorne Mayencourt 
Vancouer-Burrard
lorne.mayencourt.mla@leg.bc.ca
105, 345 Robson Street
Vancouver, BC, V6B 3B3
Tel: 604 775-2484   Fax: 604 775-2551

Patrick Wong
Vancouver-Kensington
E-mail: patrick.wong.mla@leg.bc.ca
6106 Fraser Street,
Vancouver, BC, V5W 3A1
Tel: 604 775-1033  Fax: 250 387-9102

Mr. Ken Johnston 
Vancouver-Fraserview
E-mail: ken.johnston.mla@leg.bc.ca
360, 3150 East 54th Avenue
Vancouver, BC, V5S 1Z1
Tel: 604 775-2246  Fax: 604-775-2422

Ms. Joy MacPhail
Vancouver-Hastings
Leader of the Opposition
E-mail: joy.macphail.office@leg.bc.ca
2365 East Hastings Street
Vancouver, BC, V5L 1V6
Tel: 604-775-2277  Fax: 604-775-2352

Mr. Rob Nijjar 
Vancouver-Kingsway
E-mail: rob.nijjar.mla@leg.bc.ca
5022 Joyce Street
Vancouver, BC, V5R 4G6
Tel: 604-660-0314   Fax: 604-660-1131

Rev. Val Anderson 
Vancouver-Langara
E-mail: val.anderson.mla@leg.bc.ca
207, 5740 Cambie Street
Vancouver, BC, V5Z 3A6
Tel: 604-775-0001  Fax: 604-775-0711

Ms. Jenny Wai Ching Kwan
Vancouver-Mount Pleasant
E-mail: jenny.kwan.office@leg.bc.ca
1070, 1641 Commercial Drive
Vancouver, BC, V5L 3Y3
Tel: 604 775-0790 Fax: 604 775-0881

For more information on BC Ministries and other MLAs not listed above: visit
www.legis.gov.bc.ca     Don't know who your MLA is ?

Call Enquiry BC at 604-660-2421 OR visit      www.gov.bc.ca/bcgov/popt/mlalookup/   
just type in your postal code.


